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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CONTACT Maria Romeu:  pressliteracyproject@gmail.com 
GO TO: https://www.theliteracyproject.org/press-release/ 

THE LITERACY PROJECT PRESENTS 
Silvio Rodriguez: Mi primera tarea (My first calling) 

A DOCUMENTARY FILM BY CATHERINE MURPHY 

Washington, D.C. September 1, 2020.  Silvio Rodriguez: Mi primera tarea (My first calling) is 
a 26 minute documentary film by Catherine Murphy that thoughtfully weaves archival footage of 
the Cuban Literacy Campaign of 1961 and a rare, exclusive interview with Cuba’s iconic singer/
songwriter and international recording artist, Silvio Rodriguez. Best known as Cuba’s most 
prolific songwriter of the 20th Century and the “Bob Dylan of Cuba”, Silvio recounts how at the 
age of 14, he volunteered to join the brigade of over one hundred thousand teenagers that went 
into the Cuban mountains and countryside to teach rural campesinos  how to read and write. In 
this exclusive interview, Silvio shares his memories on how he was impacted by the experience 
and how it shaped his life. “For the first time in my life I left my family and took on a social cause 
as an active member of society,” he says.  “And it marked me,” he admits. “Perhaps this first 
adventure is what set me on a path of adventure and social consciousness that define me as a 
man.”  

The US Premiere of Silvio Rodriguez: Mi primera tarea will be on Sunday, September 20 and 
presented exclusively from HotHouseGlobal as part of the Tribute to Silvio Rodriguez where 
international artists will perform their favorite Silvio Rodriguez song remotely, featuring Lila 
Downs, Susana Baca, Quetzal, Kelvis Ochoa, Francisco Herrera, Katia Cardenal, Rebel Diaz, 
Duo Made y Feña, Roly Berrío and others. 

Transmission: twitch.tv/HotHouseGlobal at: 
5 PM Pacific (USA) 
6 PM Central America 
7 PM Central (USA),  Mexico City, Lima 
8 PM Eastern (USA), Havana, Venezuela, Bolivia, Chile 
9 PM Buenos Aires 
2 AM Madrid 

The film has also been accepted to The Buenos Aires International Documentary Festival (Sept 
24 - 30) and for a special screening with UNESCO Cuba for International Literacy Day on Sept. 
8.  

...more 

In 1961, The Cuban government put out a call to action to high school aged students to sacrifice 
one year of their lives to fight illiteracy in Cuba.  “At the age of 14, who doesn’t have a year to 
give?”, Silvio gently chides. The response was unprecedented and over 100,000 teenagers 
joined the brigade of nearly a quarter of a million teachers that would make Cuba one of the 
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most literate countries in the world. After the Cuban revolution, the youth of Cuba were quick to 
volunteer for an epic victory of their own.  They were to fight a battle armed with books, pencils 
and notebooks, “A war against ignorance.” According to Silvio, there was barely a teenager in 
Cuba that didn’t want to join.  “Youth need big, noble causes that will make them grow,” says 
Silvio. “This was a very beautiful and attractive cause, but very dramatic,” he recalls. “I’m sure 
that all who participated will never forget the lessons that we learned.  Possibly the teachers 
learned more than the students,” he concludes. 

  
The Literacy Project, a non-profit organization founded by Catherine Murphy in 2005, is a 
documentary oral history project that collects personal testimonies about literacy.  “Our work lifts 
up the stories of those who are teaching literacy or are struggling to achieve literacy,” says 
Murphy. The Literacy Project operates on the belief that literacy is a fundamental social justice 
and human rights issue, essential for a healthy and dignified society and a fully functioning 
democracy.  Of special concern is the intersection of race and gender as it relates to literacy.  
Through a variety of media and documentation methodologies, an archive is being created of 
personal stories related to literacy and social justice movements throughout the Americas. The 
Literacy Project films include: Silvio Rodriguez: Mi primera tarea (2020); They Say I’m Your 
Teacher (2019); Maestra (2012); Cruzada (in production); Teach (in production); Lxs Hijxs de 
Paulo Freire (in development). 

For a link to the film and password and for more  information, interviews, screening dates and 
more, please contact us at: pressliteracyproject@gmail.com 
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